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June 18, 1994-

""The Honor-able Damel Bea.rd
Commi$sione-r .
Bureau of RecIa.ma~ion
1849 C Strec~ NW
W3jbington. D.C. 20240

Dear Dan:

I am \tf"Titiug to you on a matt~r of urgc:1t concern to my coDsriruents in the Cena-a.{
Valley. As you know. the Central Valley Imp(QVeIDcnt Act (CVPLA) conr2ins stipulations
I"cgarding watcr measuring d~vices for CVP ~aa-aCDn. I am conc::rned that these provisions
arc being miscoD-Sttued by th~ Bureau to requIr~ tha.t the City of Fresno rc~ofit all houscbolds

with watcr mctc:n as a. condition for rcc.:iving wau:. from the O:ntr2.l Valley ProjeCt.

Tae City of Fresno contra.C-.1 for 60,000 acre fect af water frcm thc Friant Unit of the
Central Va.11ey Project and us~ r.his watc: tQ replenish groUIldwace:- withdra.~ wbicll serve. city
residentS. The dty'S contraCt docs not e~ire untJ1 2006 but could be brought to re-negotiate
the.ir contract prior to that date. by thc CVPIA. As I lInde.rsmnd it. renewal of the city's
CCCtr2.Ct may be contingent upou, among other things, a. requirement iliat the City retrofit aU
residential unitS with water mctcrs. or would ~Ctongly oppose this int~;prc:.ation of. the CYI'LI\

for a number oi reasons.

10 GO tnr:dZO:zt'~1~3I~O~~Ia~~lA~~dWD'J558£920B~t "d



559 498 1304CITY OF FRESNO PUBLIC UTI p.3

unmc:c:-cd COMC::':iOn5 ~nd billing by volum~ a( use. This seems to be an contortc:d way of
obtaining water metering ovc:- a fairly explicit proh.ibirion in the Committec rcpar1 against it.

The c:tty of Frc.suo is a. signatory to thc Ec:st Mwagcmcnt P&4.Ccic.:s MOU and bas
faithfully implemented many of iu tcquiremcnu. Howcver, thc MOU was ncvcr binding,
undcrstandablc givcn the dtvcrse Deeds and r~ourc:..s oC th~ urban water agencies. In faCt. thc
Oty of Fr~sno Wd:S in the process of aggr~ively implemendng tbc Bl\-1Ps prior to passage of the
CVPLA.. Wiili th~ poss1cility that ~ter con£ra.cG may rcquirc full implcmcnta.rion of BMPs, the
City is striving to furthe:- hasten itS alrady ambitious schedule. This ccrtainly demonstrates
their desirc and willjngnes.s to obtain the most efficient use of scarce waccr resour~.

Retrofit of watc-: meters for c.very resldc:nce would be vcry costly co a Cry thac is alrcady
inc:easing its water ra.tes by 21..3 percent, in part (0 keep ["2.tes consUCCtlC with tbc: higi:lcr coSt of
water a..ssociated with the C'V'PIA. In fact, the total cost of instaniDg wo.ter mete~ would bc
~36_4 mlllion Ot" S4.28 p~r rGsidcnt. A.s well, the City bas a.ccumulated an operation and
maiDtenancc dcficit of over .sIO mUlion, wmch the City will be attcmpting to respons.ibly reduc~
so that it is not presentcd with an inordinately iargc: water bill at tbc cimc: of. contt"act rencwaL
difficult financial condirion. Givcn the dlffi\:'Ult economic conditions in the C~nrral Valley,

metcring would be a. substantial hardship.

Dan. advoca.tcs at' the CVP fA st2.tcd tha.t thcy ~hcd to providc growing urban ar~
~rtainty about WGir waicr supply. Thc grater FresDO m~tropoliun. area. is OU~ at'the wtest
growing urban regiocs in the state and desperately ne:ds a reliable supply of' warr.r to scrvc itS

~dc:ntS and business~. .

No~thstanding the conc:ms r have raised, I bcueve chis dilemma C3.n be resolved to
everyoncis satisfaction. SiDcc thc Bureau's objecrlvc is to iIiJurove water usc ~fficiency. r am-.
certain the City of Fr~no would gladly work with the agency to determine ways it mIght
conrinue to improve itS waCGr use efficiency throush itS Wate:- Conserta.aon Plan. If you have

any questions regzrding my conc~II1$t please do not hesitate to coctac:: me.

Sincerely,

R!CI-LARD H. LEf-nviAN
M~mber of Congress

cc: Mr. Rogcr Pa.rterson. Regional Director
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The incent of this, subsect.iot3 is to n-..a.ke sure c'1,1a:: transfers
do noc iDhibi~ the Obi~ity of the Sec~etary to ful:il~ his
CD~~=ac~ua~ obligat~ons to other CVF users. The ComMittee would
cauc,ion che Sec:::eca:::y not to use this prov:ision as a.n eXcuse to,
arbitrarily disa~prove of transfers. The prov~sion was included
to crot~c~ exiscing contractors, DO~ as an excuse to disapp~cve

tra..;sfers.

SeC'tion S(c)
"-This subsec~ion reauires tha~ all fut"ure CVP ccn~racts

signed by the secre~ary~shall provide tba~ the con~~actor shall
be responsible for compl.iaI1ce with all ap9.licable State a.!ld
Federal wat~r' quality standardS applicab~e co surface and

subsurface agricultural drainage digcharges generatec w~thin its

bcunda..r:i.es.
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